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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "the guide housing." There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 10, 11, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Fiessler (6919555). 

In regard to claim 1 , Fiessler discloses (fig. 1) a safety device comprising a beam 
emitting and beam receiving device, for a manufacturing machine, with at least one 
retaining mechanism designed in the form of an adjusting mechanism for the safety 
device on a press beam which can be fitted with bending tools (10) in a tool mounting 
device, whereby the adjusting mechanism holds, in a relatively adjustable manner 
relative to the press beam, the beam emitter and/or beam receiver (16 and 17) in a 
direction running perpendicular to a standing surface between at least one working 
position and a park position in a guiding arrangement (column 4. line 58 - column 5, line 
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3), wherein the adjusting mechanism has a guiding and locking device (20) switching a 
locking element (18) of a locking device between a released position and a retained 
position, and the retaining mechanism for the beam emitter and/or the beam receiver 
automatically locks in reliation to the press beam in the park position upon a linear 
displacement in a direction opposite to the working plane on reaching the park position 
(column 2, lines 43-53, column 5, lines 4-28, column 6, lines 2-25). 

In regard to claim 3, Fiessler discloses a safety device characterized in that the 
guiding and locking device is arranged on the retaining mechanism in a stationary 
manner (column 5, lines 4-17). 

In regard to claim 4, Fiessler discloses a safety device characterized in that the 
locking element in the guiding and locking device is arranged to be adjustable in a 
direction running perpendicular to the retaining mechanism (column 5, lines 4-17). 

In regard to clainri 6, Fiessler discloses (fig. 1) a safety device characterized in 
that the locking element is adjustably mounted in the guide housing (14) by means of a 
sliding guide (interior of 14). 

In regard to claim 10, Fiessler discloses (fig. 1) a safety device characterized in 
that a guide rail (15) for the guiding and locking device is connected moveably with the 
press beam (column 5, lines 4-17). 

In regard to claim 11, Fiessler discloses (fig. 1) a safety device characterized in 
that the guide rail (15) is connected moveably with the retaining mechanism (column 5, 
lines 4-17). 


Application/Control Number: 10/573,376 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2878 

In regard to claim 21 , Fiessler discloses (figs. 1-7) a safety device characterized 
in that an adjustment path of the retaining mechanism starting from the park position to 
position the beam emitter and beam receiver can be adapted to various working 
positions by stop means to different heights of the bending tools (column 5, lines 4-28, 
column 6, lines 2-25). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fiessler 
(6919555). 

In regard to claim 2, Fiessler discloses a safety device as set forth above. 
Fiessler fails to disclose the guiding and locking device being arranged on the 
adjustable press beam in a stationary manner. However, it is well known in the art to 
interchange elements of a locking device. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to place the guiding and 
locking device on the adjustable press beam in order to adapt the system size and 
shape according to the needed parameters. 
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Claims 5, 7-9, 12-20, and 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fiessler (6919555) in view of Lai (5588766). 

In regard to claim 5, Fiessler discloses a safety device as set forth above. 
Fiessler fails to disclose that the locking element is arranged in a guide housing 
arranged in a bore of a housing of the guiding and locking device. However, Lai 
discloses (fig. 1) a sliding adjustment member having a locking element (22) arranged in 
a guide housing arranged in a bore of a housing of a guide and locking device (4) 
(column 2, lines 1-21). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to using the incorporate the system of Lai as a locking 
and adjusting system into the safety device of Fiessler in order to provide multiple 
locked positions that can bear a great load (column 1, lines 40-51). 

In regard to claim 7, Fiessler discloses (fig. 1) a safety device characterized in 
that the locking element is pretensioned by means of a spring (19) arrangement acting 
between the locking element (18) and the guide housing (14). Fiessler fails to disclose 
the spring arranged projecting over a side surface of the housing in the direction of a 
stop and switching means. However, Lai discloses (fig. 1) a sliding adjustment member 
using a spring (33) engaging a locking element (22) in the direction of a stop and 
switching means (4) (column 2, lines 1-21). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the system of 
Lai as a locking and adjusting system into the safety device of Fiessler in order to 
provide multiple locked positions that can bear a great load (column 1, lines 40-51). 
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In regard to claim 8, Fiessler in view of Lai discloses (Fiessler, fig. 1; Lai, fig, 1) a 
safety device as set forth above. Fiessler in view of Lai fail to disclose the stop and 
switching means being secured onto the retaining mechanism. However, it is well 
known in the art to interchange elements of a locking device. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time the invention was made to place the 
stop and switching means on the retaining mechanism in order to adapt the system size 
and shape according to the needed parameters. 

In regard to claim 9, Fiessler in view of Lai discloses (Fiessler, fig. 1; Lai, fig. 1) a 
safety device characterized in that the stop and switching means is secured onto the 
press beam. 

In regard to claim 12, Fiessler in view of Lai discloses (Lai, fig. 1) a safety device 
characterized in that the stop and switching means (4) on displacement of the guiding 
and locking device (22) in a displacement direction fbrms an adjusting means (41) 
triggering an adjusting force on an end face of the locking element in the extension 
direction of a middle axis against the action of the spring arrangement (Lai, column 2, 
lines 1-38). 

In regard to claim 13, Fiessler in view of Lai discloses (Lai, fig. 1) a safety device 
characterized in that the adjusting means (41) is in the form of a retaining stop for 
supporting the locking element or the retaining mechanism in the direction of the 
standing surface (Lai, column 2, lines 1-38). 

In regard to claim 14, Fiessler in view of Lai discloses (Lai. fig. 1) a safety device 
characterised in that at a distance measured in the displacement direction of the 
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retaining mechanism from the retaining stop in the direction of the standing surface, an 
additional adjusting means forming a switching surface running parallel to the 
displacement direction is arranged (Lai, column 2, lines 1-38). 

In regard to claim 15, Fiessler in view of Lai discloses (Lai, fig. 1) a safety device 
characterized in that the stop and switching means forming the adjusting means is in 
the form of a one piece sheet metal part (Lai, column 2, lines 1-38). 

In regard to claim 16, Fiessler discloses a safety device as set forth above. 
Fiessler fails to disclose that the guide rail with the guiding and locking device is 
arranged in a housing sleeve formed by at least one section. However, Lai discloses 
(fig. 1) an adjustment system having a guide rail (1) with a guiding and locking device 
(22) arranged in a housing sleeve (4) (column 2, lines 1-21). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to using the 
incorporate the system of Lai as a locking and adjusting system into the safety device of 
Fiessler in order to provide multiple locked positions that can bear a great load (column 
1, lines 40-51). 

In regard to claim 17, Fiessler in view of Lai discloses (Fiessler, fig. 1; Lai, fig. 1) 
a safety device characterized in that at an end region facing the standing surface on the 
housing sleeve a support plate (Fiessler, base of 16) aligned parallel to the standing 
surface is arranged for the beam emitter and/or the beam receiver. 

In regard to claim 18, Fiessler discloses a safety device characterized in that in 
the housing sleeve for the transmission of energy and data, lines are arranged between 
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the beam emitter and/or the beam receiver and an output interface (column 6, lines 34- 
59). 

In regard to claim 19, Fiessler in view of Lai discloses (Fiessler, fig. 1; Lai, fig. 1) 
a safety device characterized in that the lines are laid on a line guiding chain arranged 
in the housing sleeve. 

In regard to claim 20, Fiessler discloses a safety device characterised in that the 
output interface is line-connected with the machine control system interface (column 6, 
lines 34-59). Note. Fiessler inherently discloses the above limitations because it is 
required to for the system of Fiessler to function as disclosed. 

In regard to claim 22, Fiessler in view of Lai discloses (Lai, fig. 1) that the locking 
device is formed by a wedge element (22) mounted adjustably in the guiding and 
locking device (4) (column 2. lines 1-21). 

In regard to claim 23, Fiessler in view of Lai discloses (Fiessler. fig. 1; Lai, fig. 1) 
a safety device characterized in that the wedge element can be adjusted in adjustment 
direction of the retaining mechanism in a guide of the housing. 

In regard to claim 24, Fiessler in view of Lai discloses (Fiessler, fig. 1; Lai, fig. 1) 
a safety device characterized in that guide tracks (41) of the guide for the wedge 
element run at an angle to the adjustment direction of the retaining mechanism formed 
by the guide. rail. 

In regard to claim 25, Fiessler in view of Lai discloses (Fiessler, fig. 1; Lai, fig. 1) 
a safety device characterized in that the wedge element is supported in the guide by 
roller elements (2) (Lai, column 2, lines 1-38). 
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In regard to claim 26, Fiessier in view of Lai discloses (Fiessler, fig. 1; Lai, fig. 1) 
a safety device characterized in that the wedge element can be adjusted into a release 
position by adjusting means out of a clamped position, in which the retaining 
mechanism is positioned relative to the housing (Lai, colunrin 2, lines 1-38). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian J. Livedalen whose telephone number is (571) » 
272-2715. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Georgia Epps can be reached on (571) 272-2328. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-directuspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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